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Public online lecture

Current situation and challenges of the

Mudawwanat al-usra (family law) in Morocco
Dr. Souad Slaoui (Fez)

Tuesday, November 28, 2023, 4pm CET (5pm Cairo, 4pm Fez)

This lecture analyzes and discusses the barriers to family law enforcement in Morocco. It
will focus on the Sixteen years after the 2004 reform and highlight new perspectives and
challenges. Based on Slaoui (2015) in which a historical excursus of the Moroccan family
code was provided whereby it was shown that Mudawwanat al-ahwal al-shakhsiyya (Perso-
nal status code), sought to find the balance between traditional Islamic law and moderni-
zed family law, the main research questions to be addressed in this study are: What is the
current situation of the New Family Law in Morocco? What are the main challenges that
stand against the enforcement of the Family Law? How is Covid-19 exacerbating gender
inequality? It will be argued that the many faces of feminism in Moroccan society, which
vary from Secular Feminism to Islamic Feminism, including both the differences and simi-
larities of these approaches, will certainly play a substantial role in changing the situation
and overcoming the challenges facing up the Mudawwanat al-usra (Family Law).

Souad Slaoui is a senior researcher in the department of English at the Sidi Mohamed Ben
Abdellah University in Fez, Morocco.

This lecture is part of the lecture series “Re-locating Gender and Diversity Studies: Trans-
national Perspectives” organized in the framework of the project “Creating Spaces: Enhan-
cing Multiversal Knowledge Production in Gender and Diversity Studies” (CreSp), an
experimental lab for collaborative exchange. For more information on the lecture series
and the project please visit our website.
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