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Abstract 
A well-known feature of demographic trends in several East and South Asian countries is the 
continuing decline in the proportion of females to males. In contrast to the female-male population 
ratio in Europe and the United States which is about one, and the sex ratio at birth which typically 
lies between 944 and 962 females per 1000 males, unusually low female-male population and sex 
ratios at birth have been recorded in Bangladesh, China, India, Nepal, Pakistan and South Korea. In 
particular, over the previous century India has witnessed a steady decline in its population sex ratio, 
reaching its lowest ever recorded ratio of 927 females per 1000 males in 1991. In large part, this 
decline may be attributed to the elimination of daughters in the form of sex-selective abortion, 
female infanticide and neglect.  Motivated by the continuing decline in the girl-boy sex ratio, the main 
aim of this paper is to highlight, and examine the effectiveness of interventions that have been used 
to tackle daughter elimination. While the paper focuses on interventions, it also provides an idea of 
the extent of the practice, touches upon the consequences and speculates on future patterns of 
daughter elimination in the context of rising demand for technologies that allow ever earlier sex 
detection.  
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Workshop 
Violence and Power: Women in India 

The workshop begins by setting out the context of the discussion. It reviews various forms of 
violence against women in India, provides an idea of the extent of violence and male and female 
attitudes towards violence. These issues are considered alongside women’s representation and 
participation in the labour market, in business and in government.   
 
Based on the preceding discussion we will then examine the role that may be played by (i) economic 
measures, including women’s dowry, employment and income (ii) behavioral change programs and 
(iii) legal and political measures, in terms of dealing with violence. In the case of political measures 
we will pay particular attention to the role of mandated institutional change, in this case, reservation 
of a certain percentage of seats in local government for women on outcomes such as government 
(expenditure) priorities and (perceptions of) women's performance in government.  
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