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Addressing foreign accent
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NN perception: L1 influence

L1

L2 (FL)

…

…

[b] [s] [x][r]

[b] [s] [z][v]

Kuhl (1991), Best (1995), Flege (1995)
Rubén Pérez-Ramón – rperez.ram@gmail.com



L2 settings
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FA

Input

FL settings

Instruction: native models Instruction: non-native models 
Various degrees of model quality
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Foreign accent issues: Lack of awareness

(i) What am I actually saying? (FA 
awareness)

(ii) What should I be saying? 
(L2 target awareness)

(iii) How do those two differ?



NN perceptual mechanisms + Lack of FA/L2 awareness + Input issues

Summing up

Need for specific phonetic training
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Just a note



Importance of feedback
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Global v. particular
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Linguistics + Techs
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Café - Cacé
Rafa - Raza

Fumo - Zumo
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Phone recording Recorder

Rubén Pérez-Ramón – rperez.ram@gmail.com



Phone recording Recorder
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Phone recording Recorder
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1. Lower expectations

2. Improve hardware

3. Human assistance

4. Linguistic knowledge
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Linguistics + Techs
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Example 2
X A B
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Example 2
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Example 2
SHE

SEESHE
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Splicing
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Splicing
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Example 2
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Example 2

SHE S
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Linguistics + Techs
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Conclusions
Foreign accent can lead to comunication problems

Wrong feedback = Irritation and frustration

Linguistics and technology must collaborate
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Thank you!
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