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The study of “change” is a central research topic in social science 
that has become all the more visible today in contexts in which 
collective claims for social and political change fill the news, as 
was the case during the recent uprisings in the Arab World and 
the crisis in Europe. However, how can we concretely assess so-
cial change when we conduct qualitative research which is 
based on case studies, and has a limited scope of inquiry both in 
terms of time and space? This question concerns especially re-
searchers who use ethnographic methods of investigation and 
who are consequently bound to analyse ‘snapshots’ of the stud-
ied societies while relying mainly on testimonies or on second-
ary literature to grasp possible transformations. On the basis of 
concrete empirical examples, the workshop will therefore focus 
on the available means that enable us to overcome obstacles en-
countered when studying change through qualitative research.

Convenors
Dr. Yasmine Berriane, Dr. Aymon Kreil, Thiruni Kelegama, 
Prof. Dr. Dorothea Lüddeckens, Dr. Melek Saral

Location
University of Zurich, URPP Asia and Europe, Room WIE F-07, 
Wiesenstrasse 7/9, CH-8008 Zurich

Registration
Registration required by October 20, 2015: 
yasmine.berriane@uzh.ch or aymon.kreil@uzh.ch

Further Information 
www.asienundeuropa.uzh.ch/events/conferences/
snapshots.html
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