




  The most unequal region, but redistribution during the 
2000’s 

  Between 2003–2008, Latin America’s best performance in 
terms of social indicators for 25 years: poverty and 
unemployment decreased:  

 poverty 36.5%; extreme poverty: 13%  (2008) 
 unemployment 7,4% (2008) 

  Moderate impact of the economical crisis, the economy has 
grown during the 2000, 5% per year in average.  

  Heterogeneous labour market: informal sector:47%, 
unprotected, worst among the youngsters, and the unskilled  

  Economic growth is not enough for decent employment 
creation  
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• 1990 – 2010 - High structural heterogeneity widens differences 
between low and high productivity incomes 

• Decrease of the  industrial sector by out-sourcing, the service 
sector  increased  

• Heterodox technological combinations, fragmentation of 
productive processes: what skills for such labour market? 

• Demand for degrees and highly diverse skills although most 
require basic training, transversal and technological skills  

• Large competitive industries in international market, 
sometimes involved in productive chains, higher skills and 
degrees 
• Small and medium enterprises: 70% employment, low 
technological levels 



Still problems in schooling and development of basic 
skills  

  Enrollment rates in secondary schools (including technical): 70% but 
many   differences between countries. 

  Low quality  (PISA scores) and segmentation  

  Less than 50% of teenagers finish the secondary level, worst among 
the poor ones 

  8 years of schooling in active populations   

  In countries with a high secondary level expansion (Argentina, 
Chili,etc) this degree no longer give access to good  jobs, in others, 
secondary degrees’ value is higher.  

  TVET: segmentated, inequitable access to good quality skills 
development  


































