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Algorithms impact our lives. They suggest which books we should buy next, on which roads
we best get to work, and which news are of interest to us. Algorithms affect our awareness,
shape our perception, and structure and sort the social. This talk focuses on the role of
algorithms in the construction of social reality. In particular, the talk scrutinizes algorithms
that have social consequences. First, I will discuss how algorithms that are part of our
everyday lives function technically. I will then discuss the effects of algorithms. In a third
part, I will highlight four research strategies on how social scientists can analyze such
algorithmic systems. The talk concludes with some suggestions on how to cope with the
challenges that algorithms pose to the social sciences.
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