
NAVIGATING AND 
CONTESTING BORDERS

Territorial and tangible borders are entangled with invisible borders, 
that are socially produced and constantly navigated, contested and 
re-invented consciously and unconsciously. Borders assume symbolic 
meanings, have discursive boundaries and their embodiments play a 
crucial role in power practices and dynamics. 

By investigating the diverse perspectives on mobility, the workshop aims 
to shed light on how individuals and communities negotiate, navigate 
and are subject to borders, recognizing that these can carry different 
meanings and implications across diverse contexts and beyond the 
national understanding. 
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Sign up here!  
For further information contact michelle.vondach@uzh.ch, huajing.yang@uzh.ch

Friday 17th May 2024
9am-4pm



PROGRAM

Morning Session
09:00 – 09:15	 Welcome and Introduction

09:15 – 10:00	 Prof. Christine M. Jacobsen. University of Bergen (Online) 	
	 Navigating Temporal Borders: the Case of Undocumented  
	 Migrants in Marseille 

10:00 – 10:45	 Dr. Peter W. Walsh. Oxford University 			 
	 The UK’s “asylum ban” 

10:45 – 11:15 	 Coffee Break

11:15 – 12:00	 Dr. Kiri Santer. University of Bern 
	 The Externalisation of Borders and Responsibility in the
	  Central Mediterranean: Anthropological Perspectives on 
	 Accountability and Migration Control

12:00 – 12:45	 Dr. Minna Piipponen. University of Eastern Finland 
	 Changing Geopolitics and Borderscapes along Finland’s  
	 Eastern Border

12:45 – 14:00 	 Lunch Break

Afternoon Session   
14:00 – 16:00	 Workshop

Participants have the possibility to present, discuss and revise their research 
with a 10-minute presentation. We encourage discussion around border- 
scapes from different disciplines and on their impact from a macro to a 
micro perspective.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Date
Friday 17th May 2024

Location
University of Zurich 
Andreasstrasse 15 
CH-8050 Zürich 
Room AND-4-02

The workshop has been organised and curated by Michelle von Dach and 
Huajing Yang and is made possible through the ISEK - Social and Cultural 
Anthropology’s Junior Researchers’ Grant and is being carried out as part 
of the ‘MARS: Non-Western Migration Regimes in a Global Perspective’ 
project, funded by the European Commission’s MSCA SE.


