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What is Open Science?

Open Science aims to make any academic 
output, be it data, publications or 
methods, accessible at any stage of the 
research process. 
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What is Open Access?

Scholarly output is considered Open 
Access if it is «digital, online, free of 
charge, and free of most copyright and 
licensing restrictions» 
P. Suber (2012), Open Access, MIT Press

Open-access.net



What is Open Access?

− 2015: Swiss Libraries spend 70 Million 
Swiss francs on licenses and fees for 
publishers.

− Researchers pay another 6 million CHF 
to publish results in scientific journals.

Swissuniversities – Nationale Open-Access-Strategie für
die Schweiz Aktionsplan, 8. Februar 2018

https://perma.cc/4THS-PT8H
https://perma.cc/4THS-PT8H


What is Open Access?

Who owns the knowledge generated at 
universities?



Platinum/Diamond Open Access

The work will be made freely available 
directly and in its entirety to anyone 
worldwide. No APC will be charged to the 
authors. Creative Commons licences allow 
sharing and reuse. 



Platinum/Diamond Open Access

Pros: 
− Immediate Open Access
− No costs for authors

Cons: 
− Need for institutional funding



Gold Open Access

Articles/books are immediately freely 
accessible. Article/Book Processing 
Charges (APC/BPC) levied. Creative 
Commons licences allow sharing and 
reuse. 



Gold Open Access

Pros: 
− Immediate open access

Cons: 
− APC/BPC for authors
− False incentives for publishers
− Predatory journals



Green Open Access

Work is first published traditionally in a 
subscription journal. Publishers then 
allow a version of the work to be 
published (usually after an embargo 
period) via a repository.



Green Open Access

Pros: 
− No APCs

Cons: 
− Advantage for subscribers (primeur)
− Publishers retain copyright



Hybrid Open Access

"Many journal publishers offer authors 
to buy out individual articles from 
traditional paid journals, which are 
then immediately open access."

https://blog.hslu.ch/ikwerkzeugkasten/2018/09/10/wege-zu-open-
access-gold-gruen-hybrid/



Hybrid Open Access

Pros: 
− Articles are immediately available 

open access 
Cons: 
− Hybrid leads to double dipping (APC 

and subscription costs).



What is Open Access?

2015: 33,600 publications/Switzerland
- 16% Green Open Access
- 11% Gold Open Access
- 3% Hybrid Open Access
- 70% Closed Access

Financial Flows in Swiss Publishing (2016)
https://perma.cc/6VRU-UWUE



What is Open Access?
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What is Open Data?

Data is defined as “all digitally 
available information required to 
validate findings…”

UZH Open Science Policy/Glossary



What is Open Data?

Open data means making data 
available without restriction. UZH 
expects the research community to 
make research data as openly 
available as possible. 

UZH Open Science Policy 2.2
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Art. 20 Constitution – Academic freedom

Freedom of research and teaching 
is guaranteed.

Andreas Kley, plädoyer 3/18, 36 ff. 



§ 65 Personnel Ordinance UZH

If university employees create a 
copyrighted work in the performance 
of their employment contract, they 
shall be entitled to the exploitation 
rights to this work.



Soft Law

- LERU Roadmap to Open Science 2018

- San Francisco Declaration on Research 
Assessment (DORA)

- Swissuniversities Strategy/Action plan



Open Science Policy UZH (2020)
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What can I do?

Get engaged, we need your support! 



What can I do?

Use Preprint Servers
- arXiv (physics, maths, statistics…)
- AgriXiv (agriculture)
- bioRXiv (biology)
- Figshare (general)
- OSF Preprints (general)
- PeerJ (general)
- Zenodo (general)
- LawArXiv
- Social Science Research Network (SSRN)
- ZORA (working papers)



What can I do?

Publish in Platinum Open Access Journals:

- Forum Historiae Iuris (FHI), Zürich

- Ancilla Iuris

- ContraLegem

- Cognitio

- EJIMEL

- medialex

- Quid?

- sui generis

www.open-ius.ch/literatur/



What can I do?

Publish your Dissertation/Habilitation 
Open Access
- Editions Juridiques Libres
- EIZ-Publishing
- sui generis Verlag
- Oxford University Press
- Carl Grossmann
- (Schulthess, Stämpfli, Helbing)

Summers, Sentencing and Human Rights, 2022
Blattner, Protecting Animals, 2019
Dagron/Dupont/Lempen, Santé, 2021

https://perma.cc/Z4UP-8X46
https://perma.cc/P86V-NNMP
https://perma.cc/E332-VUJB


Lex Campus 

Lizenzpflichtige Inhalte
Kommentare, Monografien, Handbücher, 
Textausgaben, Zeitschriften, Sammel-
bände
Primärinhalte
Gesetze, Entscheide
Open-Access-Inhalte
Dissertationen, Habilitationen, 
Tagungsbände, Festschriften
(„Karenzfrist von 12 Monaten“)

lexcampus.swisslex.ch/de/

https://lexcampus.swisslex.ch/de/


What can I do?

Put your old contributions online 
(Green OA) . List of institutional 
repositories: 
https://oa100.snf.ch/de/leitfaden/

https://oa100.snf.ch/de/foerderung/buecher/

https://oa100.snf.ch/de/leitfaden/


What can I do? 

« The interpretation of art. 382 Swiss 
Code of Obligations points to its 
mandatory character, allowing the 
author of a scientific article to make his 
text available to the public at the end of 
a three-month period. » https://oa100.snf.ch/de/foerderung/buecher/

Grégoire Geissbühler, L’Open Access dans le 
Code des obligations, Jusletter 17 mai 2021 



Lex Campus 

bb) Ergänzend wird in LEXcampus mit… 
der rückwirkenden Begrünung bereits ein 
Archiv mit Open-Access-Inhalten aus dem 
Jahr 2021 für alle Nutzerkreise… weltweit 
kostenfrei verfügbar sein. Dieses Archiv 
wird zudem bis zum Ende des Jahres 2024 
um ein weiteres zurückliegendes Jahr 
(Jahr 2020) erweitert. 

lexcampus.swisslex.ch/de/

https://lexcampus.swisslex.ch/de/


www.zora.uzh.ch – Samuel P. Baumgartner

Was kann ich tun?

http://www.zora.uzh.ch/


www.zora.uzh.ch – Lorenz Droese

Was kann ich tun?

http://www.zora.uzh.ch/


www.zora.uzh.ch – Marc Thommen

Was kann ich tun?

http://www.zora.uzh.ch/


What can I do?

Is my journal Open Acceess? 
doaj.org



Get yourself an ORCID (Open 
Researcher Contributor 
Identification)

https://orcid.org/register

What can I do?

https://orcid.org/register


Pay attention to DOI 
(Digital Object Identifier)

https://www.doi.org/

What can I do?

https://www.doi.org/


What can I do?

- SNF pays for open access 
publication of dissertations and 
postdoctoral theses, even if they 
do not originate from SNF projects.

- Max. Embargo: 0 months
- Application on mySNF.ch

https://oa100.snf.ch/de/leitfaden/

https://oa100.snf.ch/de/leitfaden/


What can I do?

- Max. 2000 CHF per author or 
research group and publication

- First come - first served

https://www.ub.uzh.ch/de/wissenschaftlich-
arbeiten/publizieren/Publikation-finanzieren/Publikationsfonds-
Geistes-und-Sozialwissenschaften.html

https://www.ub.uzh.ch/de/wissenschaftlich-arbeiten/publizieren/Publikation-finanzieren/Publikationsfonds-Geistes-und-Sozialwissenschaften.html


What can I do?

With a CC BY license, the author 
permits use by others on the condition 
that the author and license are 
specified

We recommend: CC-BY-SA http://www.creativecommons.ch/wie-funktionierts/
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Open Science

Kolloquium «Grundlagen des Rechts»
Dienstag, 20. Dezember 2022

Marc Thommen
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