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SPILLOVER EFFECTS OF EARLY-LIFE MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS

A growing body of research in economics shows that early-life medical
interventions have significant effects on the outcomes of treated
children. Medical treatments soon after birth have been found to
substantially improve short-term health and long-term outcomes such as
academic achievement and health. However, there is very little
evidence on the impact of these treatments on other family members. In
my talk, | will discuss how medical treatments provided to very low
birth weight (VLBW) children impact the human capital accumulation of
siblings. Using administrative data from Denmark, | will demonstrate
that siblings of treated children have higher 9th grade language and
math test scores. | will also present results suggesting that improved
interactions within the family may be an important pathway behind
these observed spillover effects.
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