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Beschreibung 

In postwar art, the question of exile is the 
question of home. The house defines a space, 
is a locative concept, whereas home defines a 
place that holds a symbolic value of belong-
ing and refers to objects, people and concepts. 
Home does not designate a fixed state but ra-
ther a relational and transformative site, in 
which individual and collective acts of re-
membering are embedded. The course exam-
ines questions about identity and home 
through the artistic practices of some women 
artists of the Jewish diaspora and beyond, 
such as Gego, Eva Hesse, and Louise Nevel-
son. Our queries will focus on the intricate in-
terrelation between women, domesticity and 
art-making in association with the aesthetics 
of exile and displacement, which significantly 
challenge any stable and absolute conception 
of home and place. By drawing on the works 
of feminist scholars and theorists, such as Sa-

rah Ahmed, Julia Bryan-Wilson, and Iris Marion Young—in their argument that the idea of 
home and the practices of home- making support relational identities—this course seeks to 
shed light on how women artists in exile investigate notions of home, borders (both physical 
and psychological), diasporic longing, habitation and uprootedness in a constant state of 

Marvin W. Schwartz, Louise Nevelson with her sculp-
ture, Spring Street Studio, 1972. Silver gelatin print. 
Frances Mulhall Achilles Library, Special Collections. 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. © Mar-
vin W. Schwartz, 1972.  



 

 

exchange. Close readings and group discussions will introduce students to new discursive av-
enues for questioning the confined spaces of a given home and its relationship to a broader, 
global diaspora. 
 
Leistungsnachweis: Referat. Die Benotung erfolgt mit bestanden/nicht bestanden. 
 
Arbeitszeitrichtlinie: 3 ETCS/90 Std. 
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Hinweis: The assessment and the assignment of presentation topics will be discussed in the 
first session. 


