
1 

Peter Deplazes, Prof Dr. med. vet., EVPC                    Curriculum Vitae 

     

     Parasitic Zoonoses and Translational Research Group 

Institute of Parasitology 

Vetsuisse Faculty, University of Zurich 

Winterthurerstr. 266a 

CH-8057 Zurich 

Switzerland 

 

Personal data 

Date of Birth: 20.08.1956 

Nationality: Swiss 

 

Award 

2017 World Association of Veterinary Parasitology Award for Excellence in 

Research 

 

Education and Professional Experience 

2016 Sabbatical at the Bhutan National Centre for Animal Health in Serbithang, 

Thimphu, Bhutan 

2007 Sabbatical at the Department of Pathology, Microbiology and Immunology, 

School of Veterinary Medicine University of California, Davis, U.S.A. (in the 

group of Professor Patricia A Conrad) 

Since 2000 Full professor of Parasitology, Director of the Institute of Parasitology and 

Head of Laboratory for Zoonoses, Institute of Parasitology, University of 

Zurich  

Since 1999 Visiting Professor, The Danish Centre for Experimental Parasitology, Royal 

Veterinary and Agricultural University, Copenhagen, Denmark 
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1997 Habilitation: Venia legendi on "Parasitology", University of Zurich, February 

1997, Title: "Immunology and immune- and molecular diagnosis of 

Echinococcus and Taenia infections in carnivores” 

1991 Grant of the Swiss National Foundation: Research stay at the Institute for 

Molecular Genetics and Animal Disease, School of Veterinary Studies, 

Murdoch University, Murdoch (Western Australia) 

1988 - 1990 Assistant at the Institute of Parasitology, University of Zurich, Department of 

Veterinary Serology and Immunology 

1988 Dissertation: Institute of Parasitology, University of Zurich (Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. J. 

Eckert) July 1998, Title: "Experimental studies on the reproduction biology of 

Taenia hydatigena in dogs" 

1979 - 1984 Studies of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Zurich 

  

Professional 

since 2006 Founding member of European Companion Animal Parasites (ESCCAP) 

since 2003 Founding member of European Veterinary Parasitology College (EVPC) 

1998 – 2002 Member of the Piekarski Price Commission of DGP 

since 2001 Member of the advisory board of the Karl Enigk  

 Member of the advisory board of the Echinococcosis Foundation Zurich 

since 1995 Member of the Swiss Society for Veterinary Diagnosticians 

since 1994 Member of the German Society for Parasitology (DGP) 

since 1990 Member of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary 

Parasitology (WAAVP) 

 Member of the Swiss Society for Tropical Medicine and Parasitology (SGTP) 
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2021 

Muchaamba G, Alvarez Rojas CA, Deplazes P.: Amplification of cestode DNA from the peri-anal 

region of naturally infected foxes by PCR and LAMP: proof of concept for a potential sampling 

strategy for diagnosing human taeniosis. Parasitology Research 2021 Aug 31;1-9. 

von Samson-Himmelstjerna, G., Thompson, R., A., Krücken, J., Grant, W., Bowman, D., D., 

Schnyder, M., Deplazes, P.: Spread of anthelmintic resistance in intestinal helminths of dogs and 
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cats is currently less pronounced than in ruminants and horses - Yet it is of major concern. Int J 

Parasitol Drugs Drug Resist. 2021 Jul 25; 17:36-45 

Bucher, B., Muchaamba, G., Kamber, T, Kronenberg, P., A., Abdykerimov, K., K., Isaev M., 

Deplazes P., Alvarez Rojas C., A.: LAMP Assay for the Detection of Echinococcus multilocularis 

Eggs Isolated from Canine Faeces by a Cost-Effective NaOH-Based DNA Extraction Method. 

Pathogens 2021, 10(7), 847 

Paternoster G, Boo G, Flury R, Raimkulov KM, Minbaeva G, Usubalieva J, Bondarenko M, 

Müllhaupt B, Deplazes P, Furrer R, Torgerson P.: Association between environmental and 

climatic risk factors and the spatial distribution of cystic and alveolar echinococcosis in 

Kyrgyzstan. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. 2021 Jun 23;15(6): e0009498 

Kotwa J., D., Schnyder M., Jardine C., M., Deplazes P., Pearl D., L., Berke O., Mercer N., Peregrine 

A., S.: Investigation of the occurrence of Angiostrongylus vasorum in coyotes in southern 

Ontario, Canada. J Vet Diagn Invest 2021 Apr 23 10406387211011990 

Sharma P., M., Thapa N.,K., Tshomo P., Dema T., Alvarez Rojas C., A., Tenzin T., Gurung R., B., 

Norbu T., Lhatru L., Namgyel P., Jamtsho C., Dukpa K., Phuentshok Y., Sharma K.,P., Pelden S., 

Deplazes P.: Occurrence of Echinococcusgranulosussensulato and Other Taeniids in Bhutan. 

Pathogens 2021 March 11; 10(3):330 

Phuentshok Y., Choden K, Alvarez Rojas C., A., Deplazes P., Wangdi S., Gyeltshen K., Rinzin K, 

Thapa NK, Tenzinla T, Dorjee D, Valitutto M., Gilbert M., Siriaroonrat B., Jairak W., Piewbang C., 

Sharma P., M., Dema T., Gurung R., B.: Cerebral cysticercosis in a wild Bengal tiger (Panthera 

tigris tigris) in Bhutan: A first report in non-domestic felids. Int J Parasitol Parasites Wildl 2021 

Feb 10; 14:150-156 

Rostaher A., Rodriguez-Campos S., Deplazes P., Zwickl L, Akdis AC, Urwyler A., Wheeler D., W., 

Audergon S., Fischer N., M., Favrot C.: Atopic dermatitis in West Highland white terriers - Part III: 

early life peripheral blood regulatory T cells are reduced in atopic dermatitisInternational. 

Journal for Parasitology: Parasites and Wildlife 14, 202-210 

Joekel, D., Nur, S., Monné Rodriguez, J., Kronenberg, P., Kipar, A., LeibundGut-Landmann, S., 

Deplazes, P.: Agranulocytosis leads to intestinal Echinococcus multilocularis oncosphere 

invasion and hepatic metacestode development in naturally resistant Wistar rats. Parasitology 

1-10 (2021) 

2020 

Schreiber N, Basso W, Riond B, Willi B, Torgerson PR, Deplazes P.: Antibody kinetics and 

exposure to Toxoplasma gondii in cats: a seroepidemiological study. Int J Parasitol. 2021 

Mar;51(4):291-299 (2020). 

Alvarez Rojas, A., Kronenberg, P., Aitbaev, S., Omorov, R., A., Abdykerimov, K., Paternoster, G., 

Müllhaupt, B., Torgerson, P., Deplazes, P.: Genetic diversity of Echinococcus multilocularis and 

Echinococcus granulosus sensu lato in Kyrgyzstan: The A2 haplotype of E. multilocularis is the 

predominant variant infecting humans. PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 14 (5), e0008242 
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Basso, W., Alvarez, Rojas, A., Buob, D., Ruetten, M., Deplazes, P.: Sarcocystis infection in red 

deer (Cervus elaphus) with eosinophilic myositis/fasciitis in Switzerland and involvement I red 

foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and hunting dogs in the transmission. Int. J Parasitol Parasites Wildl. 

13:130-141 (2020) 

Grimm J, Nell J, Hillenbrand A, Henne-Bruns D, Schmidberger J, Kratzer W, Gruener B, Graeter T, 

Reinehr M, Weber A, Deplazes P, Möller P, Beck A, Barth TFE: Immunohistological detection of 

small particles of Echinococcus multilocularis and Echinococcus granulosus in lymph nodes is 

associated with enlarged lymph nodes in alveolar and cystic echinococcosis. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. 

(2020) 

Alvarez Rojas, A., Deplazes, P., Baneth, G.: Unravelling Spirocerca vulpis from red foxes 

Switzerland: a 20-year-old record. Parasitol Res. 119(9):3105-3108 (2020) 

Tamarozzi, F., Deplazes, P., Casulli, A.: Reinventing the Wheel of Echinococcus granulosus sensu 

lato Transmission to Humans. Trends Parasitol. 36(5):427.434 (2020) 

Morandi, B., Mazzone, A, Gori, F., Alvarez Rojas, C., Galuppi, R., Deplazes,P., Poglayen, G.: New 

Insights Into the Peculiar World of the Shepherd-Dog Parasites: An Overview From Maremma 

(Tuscany, Italy) International Jour. Frontiers Vet. Sci. (2020) 

Guggisberg, A., R., Alvarez Rojas, C., A., Kronenberg, P., A., Miranda, N., Deplazes, P.: A sensitive, 

one-way sequential sieving method to isolate helminths’ eggs and protozoal oocysts from 

lettuce for genetic identification. Pathogens 9, 0624 (2020) 

Laurimae, T., Kronenberg, P., A., Alvarez Rojas, C., A., Ramp, T., W., Eckert, J., Deplazes, P.: Long-

term (35 years) cryopreservation of Echinococcus multilocularis metacestodes. Parasitology 

147, 1048-1054 (2020) 

Gillis-Germitsch, Tritten, L., Hegglin, D., Deplazes, P., Schnyder, M.: Conquering Switzerland: the 

emergence of Angiostrongylus vasorum in foxes over three decades and its rapid regional 

increase in prevalence contrast with the stable occurrence of lungworms. Parasitology 1-9 

(2020) 

Campero, L., M., Schott, F., Gottstein, B., Deplazes, P., Sidler, X., Basso, W.: Detection of 

antibodies to Toxoplasma gondii in oral fluid from pigs. International Journal for Parasitology 50 

349-355 (2020)  

Paternoster, G., Boo, G., Wang, C., Minbaeva, G., Usubalieva, J., Raimkulov, M., K., Abdykadr, Z., 

Abdykerimov, K., K., Kronenberg, A., P., Müllhaupt, B., Furrer, R., Deplazes, P., Torgerson, R., P.: 

Epidemic cystic and alveolar echinococcosis in Kyrgystan: an analysis of national surveillance 

data. Lancet Global Health 8:e603-11 (2020) 

Dusek, D., Vince, A., Kurelac, I., Papic, N., Viskovic, K., Deplazes, P., Beck, R.: Human Alveolar 

Echinococcosis, Croatia. Emerging Infectious Diseases, Vol. 26 (2020) 

Reinehr, M., Micheloud, C., Grimm, F., Kronenberg A., P., Grimm, J., Beck, A., Nell, J., Meyer zu 

Schwabedissen, C., Furrer, E., Müllhaupt, B., Barth, T., F., E., Deplazes, P., Weber, A.: Pathology 

of Echinococcosis: A Morphologic and Immunohistochemical Study on 138 Speciem with Focus 
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in the Differential Diagnosis between cystic and Alveolar Echinococcosis. The American Journal 

of Surgical Pathology 44 (1):43-54 (2020) 

2019 

Campero, L., M., Schott, F., Gottstein, B., Deplazes, P., Sidler X., Basso, W.: Detection of 

antibodies to Toxoplasma gondii in oral fluid from pigs. International Journal for Parasitology 

(2019) 

Sarkunas, M., Vienazindiene, Z., Rojas, C., A., Radziulis, K., Deplazes, P.: Praziquantel treatment 

of dogs for four consecutive years decreased the transmission of Echinococcus intermedius G7 

to pigs in villages in Lithuania. Food Waterborne Parasitology 12 (2019) e00034 

Otranto, D., Deplazes, P.: Zoonotic nematodes of wild carnivores. Parasites and Wildlife 9, 370-

383 (2019) 

Deplazes, P., Eichenberger, M., R., Grimm, F.: Wildlife-transmitted Taenia and Versteria 

cysticercosis and coenurosis in humans and other primates. Parasites and Wildlife 9, 342-358 

(2019) 

Wenker, C., Hoby, S., Wyss, F., Mengiardi, B., Vögtli, R., Posthaus, H., Deplazes, P., Gottstein, B.: 

Alveolar echinococcosis in western lowland Gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla): Albendazole was not 

able to stop progression of the disease. Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 50(1):243-253 

(2019) 

Ramakrishnan, C., Maier, S., Walker, R., Rehrauer, H., .Joekel, D., Winiger, R., Basso, W., Grigg, 

M., Hehl, A., Deplazes, P., Smith, N.: An experimental genetically attenuated live vaccine to 

prevent transmission of Toxoplasma gondii by cats. Scientific Reports 9, 1-14 (2019) 

Eckert, J., Deplazes, P., Zahner, H.: In memory of Prof. Dr. K. T. Friedhoff (* 05.06.1932-+ 

02.09.2018). Parasitology Research (2019) 118:387-388 

 

2018 

Alvarez Rojas, C.A., Mathis, A., Deplazes, P.: Assessing the Contamination of Food and the 

Environment with Taenia and Echinococcus Eggs and Their Zoonotic Transmission. Current 

Clinical Microbiology Reports 5, 154-163 (2018) 

Olias, P., Dettwiler, I., Hemphill, A., Deplazes, P., Steiner, A., Meylan, M.: Die Bedeutung der 

Cryptosporidiose für die Kälbergesundheit in der Schweiz. Schweizer Archiv für Tierheilkunde 6,  

363-374 (2018) 

Fischer, N., Rostaher, A., Zwickl, L., Deplazes, P., Olivry, T., Favrot, C.: A Toxocara canis infection 

influences the immune response to house dust mite allergens in dogs. Veterinary Immunology 

and Immunopathology 202, 11-17 (2018) 

Bebezov, B., Mamashev, N., Umetaliev, T., Ziadinov, I., Craig, P.S., Joekel, D.E., Deplazes, P., 

Grimm, F., Torgerson, P.R.: Intense Focus of Alveolar Echinococcosis, South Kyrgyzstan. 

Emerging Infectious Diseases 24, 1119 – 1122 (2018) 
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Vienazindiene, Z., Joekel, D.E., Schaper, R., Deplazes, P., Sarkunas, M.: Longitudinal study for 

anthelmintic efficacy against intestinal helminths in naturally exposed Lithuanian village dogs: 

critical analysis of feasibility and limitations. Parasitology Research 117, 1581 – 1590 (2018) 

Zwickl, L.L.N., Joekel, D.E., Fischer, N.M., Rostaher, A., Thamsborg, K., Deplazes, P., Favrot, C.: 

Total and Toxocara canis larval excretory/secretory antigen- and allergen-specific IgE in atopic 

and nonatopic dogs. Veterinary Dermatology 222, e80 (2018) 

Schnyder, M., Hertzberg, H., Mathis, A., Schönmann, M., Hehl, A., Deplazes, P.: Veterinary 

parasitology teaching: Ten years of experience with the Vetsuisse curriculum. Veterinary 

Parasitology 252, 148 - 152 (2018) 

Alho, A.M., Meireles, J., Schnyder, M., Cardoso, L., Belo, S., Deplazes, P., Madeira de Carvalho, 

L.: Dirofilaria immitis and Angiostrongylus vasorum: The current situation of two major canine 

heartworms in Portugal Veterinary. Veterinary Parasitology 252, 120 – 126 (2018) 

2017 

Alishani, M., Sherifi, K., Rexhepi, A., Hamidi, A., Armua-Fernandez, M.T., Grimm, F., Hegglin, D., 

Deplazes, P.: The impact of socio-cultural factors on transmission of Taenia spp. and 

Echinococcus granulosus in Kosovo. Parasitology 144, 1736-1742 (2017) 

Otero-Abad, B., Armua-Fernandez, M.T., Deplazes, P., Torgerson, P.R., Hartnack, S.: Latent class 

models for Echinococcus mulitlocularis diagnosis in foxes in Switzerland in the absence of a gold 

standard. Parasites & Vectors 10, 612 (2017) 

Beerli, O., Guerra, D., Baltrunaite, L., Deplazes, P., Hegglin, D.: Microtus arvalis and Arvicola 

Scherman : Key Players in the Echinococcus multilocularis Life Cycle. Frontiers Veterinary 

Science 4 13;4:216 (2017) 

Joekel, D.E., Deplazes, P.: Optimized dexamethasone immunosuppression enables Echinococcus 

multilocularis liver establishment after oral egg inoculation in a rat model. Experimental 

Parasitology 180, 27-32 (2017) 

Joekel, D.E., Maier, S., Huggel, K., Schaper, R., Deplazes, P.: Specific Antibody Detection in Dogs 

with Filarial Infections. Parasitology Research 116, 81-90 (2017) 

Eichenberger, R.M., Stefanic, S., Naucke, T.J., Sarkunas, M., Zamokas, G., Grimm, F., Deplazes, 

P.: An ELISA for the early diagnosis of acute canine babesiosis detecting circulating antigen of 

large Babesia spp. Veterinary Parasitology 243, 162-168 (2017) 

Jansen, F., Dorny, P., Berkvens, D., Van Hul, A., Van den Broeck, N., Makay, C., Praet, N.,   

Eichenberger, R.M., Deplazes, P., Gabriel, S.: High prevalence of bovine cysticercosis found 

during evaluation of different post-mortem detection techniques in Belgian slaughterhouses. 

Veterinary Parasitology 244, 1-6 (2017) 

Ricken, J., Nell, J., Grüner, B., Schmidberger, J., Kaltenbach, T., Kratzer, W., Hillenbrand, A., 

Henne-Bruns, D., Deplazes, P., Mollar, P., Kern, P., Barth, T.F.E.: Albendazole increases the 

inflammatory response and the amount of Em2-positive small particles of Echinococcus 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28167206
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28167206
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28717950
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28717950
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28807287
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28807287
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28917298
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28917298
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multilocularis (spems) in human hepatic alveolar echinococcosis lesions. PLOS Neglected 

Tropical Diseases 25;11(5), e0005636 (2017) 

Eichenberger R.M., Ramakrishnan, C., Russo, G., Deplazes, P., Hehl, A.B.: Genome-wide analysis 

of gene expression and protein secretion of Babesia canis during virulent infection identifies 

potential pathogenicity factors. Scientific Report 13; 7(1), 3357 (2017) 

Gillis-Germitsch, N., Kapel, C.M.O., Thamsborg, S. M., Deplazes, P., Schnyder, M.: Host-specific 

serological response to Angiostrongylus vasorum infection in red foxes (Vulpes vulpes): 

implications for parasite epidemiology. Parasitology 144(9), 1144-115 (2017) 

Poylayen, G., Gori, F., Morandi, B., Galuppi, R., Fabbri, E., Caniglia, R., Milanesi, P., Galaverni, M., 

Randi, E., Marchesi, B., Deplazes, P.: Italian wolves and molecular detection of taeniids in the 

Foreste Casentinesi National Park, Northern Italian Apennines. International Journal of 

Parasitology Parasites and Wildlife 18;6, 1-7 (2017) 

Deplazes P., Rinaldi, L., Alvarez Rojas, C. A., Torgerson, P. R., Harandi, M. F., Romig, T., Antolova, 

D., Schurer, J. M., Lahmar, S., Cringoli, G., Magambo, J., Thompson, R. C., Jenkins, E. J.: Global 

Distribution of Alveolar and Cystic Echinococcosis. Advances in Parasitology 95, 315-493. (2017) 

Basso, W., Grimm, F., Ruetten, M., Djokic, V., Blaga, R., Sidler, X., Deplazes, P., Experimental 

Toxoplasma gondii infections in pigs. Veterinary Parasitology 236, 76-85 (2017) 

Romig, T., Deplazes, P., Jenkins,  D., Giraudoux,  P., Massolo, A., Craig,  P.S., Wassermann, 

M., Takahashi, K., de la Rue, M.: Ecology and Life cycle Patterns of Echinococcus species. 

Advances in Parasitology 95, 213-314 (2017) 

Thapa, N.K., Armua-Fernandez, M.T., Kinzang, D., Gurung, R.B., Wangdi, P., Deplazes, P.: 

Detection of Echinococcus granulosus and Echinococcus ortleppi in Bhutan. Parasitology 

International 66 (2), 139-141 (2017) 

Otero-Abad, B., Rüegg, S:R:, Hegglin, D., Deplazes, P., Torgerson P.R.: Mathematical modelling of 

Echinococcus multilocularis abundance in foxes in Zurich, Switzerland. Parasites & Vectors 

11;10(1), 21. (2017) 
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