
     
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Conceptual 
Engineering Online 
Seminar is co-
organized by the 
Department of 
Philosophy at the 
University of Zurich and 
the Arché Research 
Centre at the University 
of St Andrews. The 
meetings take place 
every Tuesday at 3-
5pm BST/4-6pm CEST 
from March 29 to June 
28, for a total of 14 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZOOM DETAILS 
ID: 632 3422 0568 
Passcode: CEOS22 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
www.youtube/c/Con
ceptualEngineering 
 
 
ORGANIZERS 
Manuel Gustavo 
Isaac & Kevin Scharp 
 
 

 

KATE RITCHIE (UC Irvine) | “Labeling 
Unlabeled Identities” 
There is a longstanding debate about the harms and benefits of appealing to 
identities and using identity labels in social, political, and academic contexts. If 
it would be better to have a language without identity labels, we should 
minimize the use of labels that are already in use, and not introduce more. 
While there are potential harms with both labeling lacunae and with using 
labels, by considering the interplay of power, the interests and epistemic 
positions of the powerful and marginalized, and the role self-labeling plays, I 
argue that the introduction and usage of labels for both dominant and 
marginalized identities can be positive. Identity labels do not in general bring 
more bad than good. 
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